
by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by Oct. 28

at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Hundreds of citizens have participated in the Westlake | Bay Village Observer 
to share stories and photos of the great things happening in our communities.
Do you have a good news story about Westlake or Bay Village? 
It’s free and fun to become an Observer. Come and share your 
good community news at: wbvobserver.com/members.

Our CrossPointe Com-
munity in Westlake has set a 
goal of filling 200 boxes and 
collecting $1,400 for the cost 
of jetfuel to send the boxes 
around the world. Would 
you like to get involved in 
blessing the lives of little 
ones from age 2 to age 14? 
Consider purchasing toys 
and other items to donate 
for the shoeboxes.

What items can you 
buy? Think about “wow” 
items ... delight a kid! Start 
with a medium to large item 

that will capture the child’s 
attention the instant he or 
she opens the box. Ideas 
include: soccer ball with 
pump, stuffed animal, toy 
(puppets, trucks, etc.), doll 
(baby, Barbie, etc.), musical 
instrument, outfit, shoes. 
Toys can include items that 
children will immediately 
embrace such as toy cars, 
yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, 
toys that light up and make 
noise (with extra batteries). 
Other items that would be 
welcome in the shoeboxes:
• School supplies: pens, 

pencils and sharpen-
ers, crayons, markers, 
notebooks, paper, solar 

calculators, coloring and 
picture books.

• Hygiene items (non-liq-
uid): toothbrushes, bar 
soap, combs, washcloths. 

• Accessories: T-shirts, socks, 
hats, sunglasses, hair clips, 
jewelry, watches, flash-
lights (with extra batteries).

• Crafts: Make your own 
items such as hair bows, 
finger puppets and friend-
ship bracelets. 

Items may be dropped 
off at 1800 Columbia Road 
on Wednesday evenings 
from 6-8 p.m. and Sun-
days from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The collection will end on 
Wednesday, Nov. 2. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 800+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources.
• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 

ads are for.
• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 

wbvobserver.com.
• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 

along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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DOGS           
from front page
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 Upon an owner’s 
second violation of this ordi-
nance, the owner is guilty of 
a fourth degree misdemean-
or, for which the owner can 
be fined up to $250 and sen-
tenced to 30 days. Upon the 
third violation, the owner 
is guilty of a second degree 
misdemeanor, for which 
the owner can be fined up 
to $750 and sentenced to 90 
days.

If the animal violates 
this ordinance and bites a 
domestic animal, the owner 
is guilty of a third degree 
misdemeanor, for which 
the owner can be fined up 
to $500 and sentenced to 
60 days. If the animal vio-
lates this ordinance and 
bites a human, the owner 
is guilty of a second degree 
misdemeanor. If the animal 
violates this ordinance and 
seriously injures a domestic 
animal or person, the owner 
is guilty of a first degree mis-
demeanor and can be fined 
up to $1,000 and sentenced 
to 180 days.

Furthermore, upon 
a conviction for a second 
violation, the Court will 
have authority to place the 
owner on up to five years’ 
probation and impose any 
restrictions reasonably 
related to the overriding 
purpose of the sentencing, 
such as requiring obedience 
training.

At the Oct. 10 meeting 
of the Environment, Safety 
and Community Services 
Committee, citizens and City 
Council members expressed 
concern about owners 
allowing dogs to run free in 
Bay Village city parks and the 
need to educate owners as to 
the possible consequences 
of continuing to allow their 
dogs to run free. The number 
of dogs often running free 
in the park at Columbia 
Road was particularly cited 
as a concern. The revised 
ordinance could be appro-
priately used to effectively 
address this issue.

The Bay Village Coun-
cil is in the process of con-
ducting an overall review of 
Chapter 505 regarding ani-
mals, and it is anticipated 
that further ordinances will 
be revised in an effort to 
deter a minor animal inci-
dent from escalating to a 
serious animal incident.        

CHILD         
from front page

by MARILYN QUILL

Both U.S. and British 
statistics show that 
one in four of us expe-

riences a mental illness in a 
given year. And if you aren’t 
affected directly, mental ill-
ness will have an impact on 
your life through a family 
member, friend, neighbor, 
colleague, or through a 
chance encounter in the 
grocery store or on the street.

Passion for Change, a 
Westlake-based not-for-
profit created to break the 
stigma of mental illness, is 
recruiting professionals in 
marketing and communi-
cations to participate in its 
core program, “Communi-
cators for Mental Health.” 
The program, designed as a 
national prototype, has been 
launched as a Greater Cleve-
land Pilot Project.

The project is designed 
to train marketing and com-
munications professionals 

through an online certifi-
cate course, “Understand-
ing Mental Illness, Addic-
tion, Stigma & Advocacy,” 
and then match them with 
underfunded local mental 
health/addiction organiza-
tions for a pro bono project. 
Together, they will help effect 
change through a shared 
passion.

This is an exceptional 
opportunity for both mar-
keting and communications 
professionals and mental 
health and addiction orga-
nizations. The pilot project 
is groundbreaking, with 
benefits all around. Market-
ing and communications 
professionals can enhance 
their resumes through edu-
cation and a pro bono proj-
ect in a specialized area and, 
as trained advocates, they 
will be better equipped to 
support family, friends and 
colleagues dealing with a 
mental illness. Additionally, 
mental health and addic-

tion organizations will have 
access to marketing and 
communications profes-
sionals who actually “get” 
mental illness and stigma 
and are prepared to assist in 
a pro bono capacity.

Passion for Change has 
been developing Commu-
nicators for Mental Health 
in partnership with Greater 
Cleveland mental health and 
addiction organizations.

Volunteers in a variety of 
fields – including public rela-
tions, marketing, social and 
electronic media, advertising, 
website development and 
graphics and fine arts – will 
find personal satisfaction in 
giving back to the commu-
nity. It’s also an opportunity 
for them to put Greater Cleve-
land on the map in develop-
ing a national prototype.

For more information 
or to apply for the project, 
call 216-496-3295 or email 
info@passionforchange.
org. 

Passion for Change seeks 
professionals for pro bono projects

COMMUNITY SERVICE

by LINDA LAMB

The annual Fall Used Book Sale at the 
Bay Village Branch Library begins 
Saturday, Oct. 22, at 9 a.m. and runs 

through Tuesday, Oct. 25, at 7 p.m.
The event is sponsored by the Friends 

of Bay Village Library. Proceeds from the sale 
are used for upcoming library programs and 
activities. There is a large selection of books 
for readers of all ages as well as magazines, 
DVDs, CDs, books on tape and more. All 

materials have been categorized for easy 
shopping. Tuesday, the last day of the sale, 
is bag day when a full bag of books costs $1. 
Bags are provided by the library.

Volunteers are needed to help with the 
book sale and other library-related projects 
sponsored and funded by the Friends of 
the Bay Village Library. For information on 
volunteering, the book sale, or becoming 
a member of the Friends of the Bay Village 
Library, visit the library at 502 Cahoon Road 
or call 440-871-6392. 

Bay Village Library Book Sale, Oct. 22-25
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When it comes to your income, is 
success measured by an arbitrary 

benchmark, or is it achieved when your 
individual needs and goals are met?

Investing involves risk and you may incur a profit or a loss. The value of fixed income securities fluctuates and investors 
may receive more or less than their original investments if sold prior to maturity. Bonds are subject to price change 
and availability. Investments in debt securities involve a variety of risks, including credit risk, interest rate risk, and 
liquidity risk. Investments in debt securities rated below investment grade (commonly referred to as “junk bonds”) may 
be subject to greater levels of credit and liquidity risk than investments in investment grade securities. Investors who 
own fixed income securities should be aware of the relationship between interest rates and the price of those securities. 
As a general rule, the price of a bond moves inversely to changes in interest rates. Diversification does not ensure a 
profit or protect against a loss. ©2014 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 
14-MFI-0106_RJA  AL 6/14

BEYOND 
BENCHMARKS – 
TRULY CUSTOM 

PORTFOLIOS

BEYOND 
BENCHMARKS – 
TRULY CUSTOM 

PORTFOLIOS

Contact me if you want a portfolio designed 
to suit you, not just to beat a benchmark.

Beyond Benchmarks – Achieving Your Goals 

Michael A. Bentley
Vice President, Investments

159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145
440.801.1629 // Toll-Free: 866.2241855

Mobile: 216.513.0933 // Fax 440.801.1636
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

bentleywealthmanagement.com

We are pleased to announce the affiliation of

with

©2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC  15-BR3AP-0067 KM 1/16
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MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Avon, Ohio

Saint Raphael students 
‘Rock the Challenge’
by CARRIE DEL REGNO

Last month, Saint Raphael stu-
dents in Bay Village participated 
in their second Rock the Chal-

lenge. Rock the Challenge (RTC) is a 
faith-filled day where the students 
learn a little more about themselves, 
and explore the needs of others and 
work together to provide for those less 
fortunate. This day is made possible by 
the help of many volunteers and dona-
tions, and special help from Fit Me Up 
and Coach Theo.

Coach Theo brings a challeng-
ing obstacle course and encourages 
the students to run it with intention. 
He stresses to the children to run it 

for someone they wish to lift up, 
such as a grandparent, parent, sib-
ling or friend. It does not matter 
how fast or well you complete 
the course. What matters is that 
you try, especially in the name of 
others who can’t. 

The obstacle course is only 
a portion of the day dedicated 
to service. This year, our school 
theme is “Find JOY in the journey” 
– JOY is Jesus, Others and You. 
The RTC committee created three 
service projects to help students 
and faculty find “JOY” by giving 
to others.

Over 600 blessing bags were 
decorated by students and then 

filled with items such as 
toothpaste, socks, towels, 
gloves and combs for those 
less fortunate. These blessing 
bags were delivered by some 
of our eighth-graders to St. 
Augustine, West Side Catholic 
Center and the Bishop Cos-
grove Center.

For our second project, 
RTC collaborated with Under-
cover Kids Club. Students dec-
orated 500 pillowcases, which 
will be given to local children’s 
hospitals, to be used either on 
the child’s pillow during their 
stay and/or used to carry their 
belongings home upon their 
discharge.

Finally, Rock the Challenge, along 
with St. Raphael Home and School 
Association, wanted to give back to the 
school and have every child appreci-
ate the beautiful things we can create 
together. Over 725 tiles were painted 
which will be arranged into a cross 
and mounted in the school hallway to 
remind every student of the “JOY” they 
experienced by participating in this day.

Sentiments from students at the 
end of the day range from a humble 
“thank you” to an excited “this was the 
best day ever.” We are glad that stu-
dents could find JOY in giving service to 
others. We are appreciative and so lucky, 
that the teachers and administration 
give us this day to grow in our faith. May 
you also find JOY in your journey! St. Raphael students decorate cards to include in “blessing bags” for the less fortunate.

Students tackle an obstacle course during Rock the Challenge day.
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BAY VILLAGE TRASH / RECYCLING 
COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Made possible by a grant from the Cuyahoga County 
Solid Waste District, awarded to the City of Bay Village 

and administered by the Bay Village Green Team.

Residents may put out 3 extra cans, 6 extra trash bags, furniture 
and non-Freon appliances. Please donate usable items. Bulk 
trash drop-off days at the Service Center will resume in April 2017.

BULK TRASH COLLECTION
Last Tuesday of the month*

Green recycling bins, blue trash bins, Simple Recycling bags, 
yard waste bags or cans marked “yard waste only.” Yard waste 
collection season ends Dec. 6.

CURBSIDE COLLECTION 
Every Tuesday*

Accepted items: oil or solvent-based paint, varnishes, 
pesticides, caustic cleaners, automotive fluids/oil/batteries, 
adhesives, kerosene/gasoline, mercury, fluorescent bulbs; 
computers and equipment, printers; tires. Not accepted: latex 
paint, explosives/ammunition, smoke detectors, medical waste/
pharmaceuticals, electronics, appliances, commercial waste.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF
Last Friday of the month*, 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Bay Village Service Center, 31300 Naigle Road

Weather permitting, collection begins Oct. 17 and ends the 
week of Dec. 12. Leaves must be curbside no later than Dec. 11 
for final collection. Rake leaves to curb; do not pile in street.

LEAF COLLECTION

Branches and brush too large to be placed in yard waste bags may 
be placed at the curb for pickup year-round. 

BRANCHES AND BRUSH COLLECTION

NOVEMBER 2016
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

DECEMBER 2016
S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

OCTOBER 2016
S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

LIGHT STRANDS may be dropped off for recycling during the 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection on Nov. 23 and Dec. 29 at 
the Service Garage.

CHRISTMAS TREE PICK-UP, Dec. 26 to Jan. 27   
Place your live tree at the curb; remove all ornaments, lights and as 
much tinsel as possible. Please do NOT bag the tree – it is going to 
the Westlake/Bay compost facility. If you keep the tree in your yard as 
an animal habitat during the winter, it may be placed curbside in April 
when yard waste pick-up resumes.

GIFT WRAP and BOXES may be recycled curbside in the Green Bin.

HOLIDAY RECYCLING TIPS

*Schedule adjusted for holidays.

Superintendent Clinton Keener, 
Assistant Superintendent of Opera-
tions Daryl Stumph, and Supervisor of 
Buildings and Grounds Dave Newsome 
were recognized for their contributions 
to earning the Energy Star distinction.

“It takes a long time, with many 
incremental investments along the way, 
to achieve this kind of efficiency,” said 
Stumph. “From the reflective roof, the 
new HVAC system and window upgrades, 
to the upgrades to lighting fixtures and 
implementation of HVAC controls, we 
have been building to this level of per-
formance for maybe 10 years.”

Significant to the accomplishment 
was the passage of a school bond issue 
by the Bay Village community in 2012. 

Part of that $16.8 million targeted 
the older mechanical systems, such 
as HVAC (heating/ventilation/cool-
ing) and electrical systems, during 
the district-wide upgrade to school 
buildings.

“The important advantage, 
beyond saving dollars and energy, 
is that our buildings are far more 
comfortable for teaching and learn-
ing,” said Keener. “Digital controls 
are monitored by Dave Newsome 
constantly so that comfort levels 
are maintained while energy is con-
served.”

Energy Star was introduced by 
EPA in 1992 as a voluntary, market-
based partnership to reduce green-
house gas emissions through energy 
efficiency. Today, the Energy Star 
label can be found on more than 60 dif-

ferent kinds of products as well as new 
homes and commercial and industrial 

buildings that meet strict energy-effi-
ciency specifications set by the EPA. 

Bay Village Schools are presented with the Energy Star Building label for Bay 
High School. Pictured left-to-right: Gardiner associates Lora Atherton, Ted 
Bedell and Jim Wajciechowski; Bay Village Schools Assistant Superintendent of 
Operations Daryl Stumph; Buildings and Grounds Supervisor Dave Newsome; 
Superintendent Clint Keener; and Board of Education President Amy Huntley.

ENERGY from front page
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by RJ JOHNSON

There are cer-
tain tasks in our 
household that 

are known as “boy jobs.” 
When one of the girl’s 
friends heard my wife tell 
me something was a “boy 
job,” she asked if there 
were some vestiges of 
outdated gender roles in 
our family. This friend of 
the girl obviously did not 
know my wife very well.

My wife practiced 
law for a number of years. 
Woe be to the man who 
ever tries to suggest that 
“a lady should stay in her 
place.” Typically, it would 
not be a good idea for 
me to compare a lawyer 
to a shark. In this case, I 
would say that any man 
who made such a sugges-

tion would rather wish he 
had instead jumped in 
the middle of a school of 
bait fish surrounded by a 
dozen ravenous sharks.

Calling something 
a “boy job” is her way 
of telling me that she 
expects me to take full 
responsibility for a task. 
In turn, I get to pretend 
that it’s a really big job 
that requires a great deal 
of time and energy.

Changing the oil in 
the cars is a boy job. At 
one point in history, this 
was a big job. You had to 
crawl under the car, and 
take the drain plug out 
of the oil pan. Invariably, 
the oil would run down 
your arm. Then you had 
to figure out how to dis-
pose of the used oil. The 
whole thing could take 

hours. Now, changing the 
oil involves a quick drive 
to one of the “Super Fast 
Oil Change” places. Of 
course, it is important to 
keep up the appearance 
that it is still the same 
taxing chore that chang-
ing the oil was when you 
had to do it yourself.

Now and again a 
random task is given the 
label “boy job.” This usu-
ally means that something 
is too high for my wife to 
reach, or too gross for her 

to handle without gagging.
One evening the 

smell of rotting flesh was 
coming from under the 
kitchen sink. “I think this 
might be a boy job,” my 
wife said.

It was a boy job. “So 
that’s where I put the third 
mouse trap,” I remarked.

I’m not sure how long 
the mouse had been in the 
trap, but I won’t describe 
it. The boy ran over to see 
what I was talking about. 
“Wow!” he exclaimed. 

“It’s kind of sticking to the 
cabinet.”

“You don’t have to 
describe it,” said my wife.

“But you should 
come and see this,” said 
the boy. “It’s really gross.”

“I don’t need to,” 
she said, “I’ll just have to 
imagine it. I don’t think I’ll 
be able to sleep tonight.”

“Why not?” the boy 
asked. “Survivor’s guilt?”

“Enough about the 
mouse!” she warned.

“I get it. What hap-

pens under the sink 
stays under the sink,” he 
grinned.

These are the kind of 
“boy jobs” I like the most. 
I don’t enjoy the gross 
aspect like the boy seems 
to enjoy it. I like them 
because I get to make a 
contribution that’s truly 
valuable. I don’t have to 
pretend it’s a big job. Even 
if it’s not a really big job, in 
my wife’s eyes it is. Then I 
get to feel like a knight in 
shining armor. 

The importance of 
‘boy jobs’

FAMILY OBSERVATIONS

by JOHN HORTON

The Westshore 
C a m p u s  o f 
Cuyahoga Com-

munity College will exam-
ine fitness training strate-
gies for seniors as part of 
its free “Learning for Life” 
lecture series at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 19.

The program – “Never 
Grow Old Fitness” – fea-
tures Paul O’Donoghue, a 
personal trainer and cer-
tified Functional Aging 
Specialist. He and his 
wife, Mary, will discuss the 
Functional Aging Training 
model.

The training regimen 

emphasizes flexibility, 
balance, agility, reaction, 
cognition and power to 
help older adults stay 
physically fit.

The lecture is free and 
open to the public, with 
no reservation required. 
The event will take place 
in Room 112 at Westshore 
Campus, located at 31001 
Clemens Road in West-
lake. Parking is free.

The program is part 
of a wide-ranging educa-
tion series taking place this 
academic year on campus. 
For more information, visit 
tri-c.edu/LearningforLife 
or call Bhavna Thakkar at 
216-987-5803. 

Tri-C focuses on fitness 
strategies for seniors
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by JEFF BING

As most of the baseball world 
(at least that which is cen-
tered in Cleveland, anyway) 

watched the Indians dismantle the 
mighty Boston Red Sox in the first 
round of the MLB American League 
playoffs, the Wild Card Toronto 
Blue Jays were doing an even more 
impressive number on the top-seed-
ed Texas Rangers.

The first thing that went 
through my mind as this was occur-
ring was, “Awesome … now we’ll 
have four home games against the 
Blue Jays (if necessary).” Immedi-
ately, that got me to wondering why, 
whenever there is a playoff series 
in any sport, the schedule always 
lists all the possible games but with 
the disclaimer “if necessary” for the 
games which are dependent upon 
the distribution of victories in the 
playoff series.

I mean, if we know going in that 
a series is best-of-seven or best-of-
five, do the schedule makers really 
think that our level of math inepti-
tude is such that we need someone 
to explain and update us, on a game-
by-game basis, how many potential 
games remain in a given series?

For instance, if two teams split 
the first two games of a best-of-seven 

series, do the powers-that-be think 
we will be left wandering the streets, 
in search of a math whiz who will 
explain – in layman’s terms – the 
dynamics behind calculating the 
minimum number of games neces-
sary to determine a winner?

Is it because sports fans are con-
sidered to reside relatively low on the 
intellectual food chain? Because, and 
let’s be honest here, you don’t see this 
“if necessary” nonsense elsewhere, 
do you? When was the last time you 
were driving on the highway and saw 
a sign that read, “Left lane ends in 500 
feet … merge right (if necessary)?” 
Or, how about “Turn right on red (if 
necessary)?”

See what I mean? Nobody’s 
going to turn right if they had 
intended to go straight, are they? Not 
a chance! There are bazillions of car 
accidents every day in this country 
and yet the deep thinkers who make 
such decisions still don’t believe 
anyone is dumb enough to warrant 
the conditional “if necessary” ver-
biage at the end of their posted driv-
ing instructions.

Apparently we sports fans are of 
a different ilk. Then again, we do shell 
out exorbitant sums of cash from 
our menial jobs to pay for tickets, 
food and souvenirs for the privilege 
of watching grown men play kids’ 
games, don’t we? 

 Hmm … maybe they are on to 
something.

Then again, there’s a reason “fan” 
is short for “fanatic,” right? Maybe we 
should look at the presumed insult 
more as a badge of honor than a 
derogatory term. At least, we always 
have that option (if necessary).

 Go Tribe! 

by TARA MCGUINNESS

As we head into Halloween, 
don’t forget to stop by the 
Bay Village branch library 

to stock up on spine-tingling reads 
and spooky movies.

          Fans of the supernatural will 
want to join us for “Tales from 
the Eerie Shore: Ghosts of Ohio” 
on Thursday, Oct. 27, at 7 p.m. 
Award-winning authors, ghost 
hunters and para-historians The-
resa Argie and Cathi Weber – aka 
The Haunted Housewives – will  
present us with spine-tingling tour 
of the most interesting paranormal 
hotspots of the North Coast and 
beyond!

CHILDREN
Caregivers and their children are 
invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, fin-
gerplays, books and stories togeth-
er. No registration is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TOD-
DLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 
months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TOD-
DLER STORYTIME – ages 19-35 
months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY 
STORYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY 
AND ME STORYTIME – ages 
birth-18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRE-
SCHOOL STORYTIME – ages 3-5 
(not yet in kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME - for all ages

Wednesday, Oct. 19 (5:30 
p.m.) NATIONAL CHEMISTRY 
WEEK: SOLVING MYSTERIES 
THROUGH CHEMISTRY – Grades 
3-6: Come join us for fun, hands 
on activities that let you get close 
to the action! Be prepared to get 
in and get messy. Led by volun-
teers from the American Chemi-
cal Society. We invite families to 
stay and participate. Registration 
required.

Thursday, Oct. 20 (4 p.m.) 
COOKIES AND BOOKS – Join us 
to discuss “Brambleheart: a story 
about finding treasure and the 
unexpected magic of friendship” 
by Henry Cole. Copies of the book 
will be available one month before 
the discussion.

Thursday, Nov. 3 (7 p.m.) WE’RE 
GOING BATTY! – Grades K-2: Hear 
the story of Stellaluna followed by 
related bat activities and crafts.

TEEN
Wednesdays (3 p.m.) TEEN 
ZONE – Grades 5 & up: Chill with 
something fun to do after school – 
gaming, art, movies, experiments 
and more!

Tuesday, Nov. 1 (3 p.m.) NANOW-
RIMO WRITE-IN – Grades 5-8: 
Celebrate the start of NaNoWriMo, 
National Novel Writing Month, with 
activities to get your creativity flowing.

ADULTS
Thursday, Oct. 27 (7 p.m.) TALES 
FROM THE EERIE SHORE: GHOSTS 
OF OHIO – Ohio’s Heartland is filled 
with strange creatures, fascinating 
places and restless spirits. Gather 
‘round our virtual campfire for true 
tales of ghoulish ghosts and creepy 
cryptids with The Haunted House-
wives, Theresa Argie and Cathi Weber.

Thursday, Nov. 3 (7 p.m.) JAZZ 
ICONS/MUSIC ICONS: CHARLIE 
PARKER AND DIZZY GILLESPIE – 
Enjoy live performance and lecture 
on an iconic figure in jazz/music 
history. Explore the life of the artist 
as well as his music and its impact 
on the recording and music indus-
try.

Please register to attend the pro-
grams online at cuyahogalibrary.
org, call us at 440-871-6392, 
or stop in to the library at 502 
Cahoon Road and register with a 
librarian. 

Upcoming programs         
at Bay Village Library

SPORTING VIEWS

Read this 
column          
(if necessary) by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Deforestation is the clearing of trees, 
transforming a forest into cleared 
land. It changes the land into a 

less bio-diverse ecosystem such as pasture, 
cropland or plantation. Forests cover over 30 
percent of Earth’s land. Rainforests make up 
6 to 7 percent of the earth and contain over 
one half of all plant and animal species in 
the world. The largest rainforests on earth 
are: Amazon basin in South America, the 
Congo River basin in Central Africa, South-
east Asia, New Guinea and Madagascar.

Why are forests and rainforests impor-
tant? Trees absorb carbon dioxide and pro-
duce oxygen in return. Twenty percent of the 
world’s oxygen is produced in the Amazon. 
Forests help preserve biodiversity, as they are 
home to over 70 percent of Earth’s plant and 
animal species. Forests also play an impor-
tant role in offering watershed protection, 
preventing soil erosion and mitigating cli-
mate change.

One half of the world’s tropical rainfor-
ests have already been cleared. Rainforests 
are cleared mainly for agricultural reasons: 
to plant crops or make room for grazing 
livestock. It is estimated that 2.4 acres of 
rainforest are destroyed per second (about 
2 football fields) which equals 214,000 
acres per day (larger than New York City). 
This causes the extinction of 137 species 
per day, totaling 50,000 species a year. Loss 
of forest contributes to between 12-17 per-
cent of annual global greenhouse gas emis-
sions. If the current rate continues, the 
Earth’s rainforests will be completely gone 

within 100 years. This will cause unknown 
effects on the climate as well as eliminate 
the majority of the plant and animal spe-
cies on Earth.

What can you do, you’re asking yourself? 
Even here in Cleveland, we play an impor-
tant role in helping to stop deforestation. 
The United States accounts for less than 5 
percent of the world’s population, yet we 
consume more than 30 percent of the world’s 
paper. Furthermore, the paper industry is 
the fourth-largest in contributions to green-
house gases. Reducing your paper use is 
crucial.

Here are some easy tips that you can 
try to reduce your use of paper. When you 
use paper, make the most of it by using 
both sides every time, and recycle it when 
you’re done. Reuse old envelopes for writing 
grocery lists and other notes. Recycle your 
newspapers after you’re finished reading 
them. When you purchase paper-based 
products (notebooks, printer paper, nap-
kins, paper towels, etc.) look for products 
made from recycled paper.

When you purchase furniture or wood, 
make sure it’s FSC certified; this certification 
means that it was made from trees that were 
legally cut down from a responsibly man-
aged forest. Eat more vegetarian meals or 
purchase locally raised beef; a lot of forest 
being cleared is done so for livestock grazing. 
Stop junk mail and cancel catalogues easily 
by going to ecocycle.org. Bring your own bag 
not only when grocery shopping, but when 
shopping everywhere including places like 
the mall, Crocker Park, the drug store, etc. 
Lastly, plant trees in your yard!

If each of us were to try these things, you 
can bet we would make a positive impact 
on reducing the need for more trees to be 
cut down. Rainforests and forests are so 
important to the health of our Earth and the 
health of us! We need to work together to 
save them. 

The dangers of 
deforestation

THE GREEN REPORT

by SARAH POLACE

Si n c e  2 0 0 2 , 
Cuyahoga County 
Public Library’s 

(CCPL) Homework Center 
program has helped 
thousands of students in 
grades K-8 improve their 
grades and subject com-
prehension. The Home-
work Center program is 
currently offered at 10 
CCPL branch locations.

This fall, CCPL is 
expanding its after-school 
homework help services 
to 12 additional branches, 
including the Bay Village 
Branch, through its new 
Homework Mentors pro-
gram. Trained mentors 
will be available to pro-
vide students in grades 
K-8 with homework 
assistance from 3:30-5:30 

p.m., Monday through 
Thursday – no appoint-
ment necessary. Students 
in need of extra assistance 
with their homework may 
simply bring their assign-
ments to the library, 
where they will connect 
with a trained mentor.

“We are pleased to 
bring such a valuable 
service to the Bay Village 
Branch,” said branch 
manager Jessica Breslin. 
Homework Mentors will 
be available beginning 
Oct. 19.

CCPL’s Homework 
Centers and Homework 
Mentors programs are 
made possible through 
the support of the Cleve-
land Foundation. For 
more information, visit 
cuyahogalibrary.org/
homework.aspx. 

Bay Village Library offers 
after-school homework help

ADVERTISE IN THE OBSERVER

IT’S MORE THAN AN AD...                 
IT’S CIVIC SUPPORT!
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening 
or $50 Gift Certificate 
to Giant eagle with new 
patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

New Bay police and dispatchers sworn in

Police officer Ed Kanieski snaps a photo of the new additions to the Bay Village Police Department with Chief 
Mark Spaetzel following a swearing-in ceremony on Oct. 3 at City Hall. Pictured, from left: dispatcher Courtney 
Hengartner, dispatcher Kelly Uber, Chief Spaetzel, officer Scott Chase and officer Nicholas Yodice.

Two melodic courses 
served to FYI: Opera 
audience 
by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The expectations of regu-
lar FYI: Opera attendees 
are consistently met and 

exceeded by the expertise and 
depth of talent showcased by the 
Cleveland Institute of Music. But 
a double serving of lyrical des-
sert was served to the audience 
at Westlake Porter Public Library 
when the Westlake Westshore 
Arts Council presented its Oct. 
4 program.

CIM Opera artistic director 
David Bamberger announced 
the first half of the program 
would be a “Song Fest of Favor-
ites” followed by a preview of the 
CIM’s upcoming production of 
two one-act operas.

The audience was quickly 
captivated by the commanding 
performances of the “Song Fest,” 
which included four arias from 

four of opera’s greatest hits. 
Merav Eldan, mezzo-soprano, 
sang Stephano’s aria from 
Gounod’s “Romeo and Juliet”; 
Soprano Renée Richardson 
brought Puccini’s “Turandot” 
to life; Jennifer Robble, sopra-
no, sang the aria of Oscar, the 
page from the Verdi’s “A Masked 
Ball”; and Xiaoyang Zhang, bari-
tone, ended the Song Fest with 
an aria from Donizetti’s “Don 
Pasquale,” a perfect antidote 
to tragic opera. The fifth voice, 
Carmen Michael LoPresti, a 
tenor, sang a 1932 composition 
by American composer Earnest 
Charles titled “My Lady Walks in 
Loveliness.”

The preview of the upcom-
ing CIM performance of “Suor 
Angelica” (“Sister Angelica”) by 
Giacomo Puccini and “Amelia 
Al Ballo” (“Amelia Goes to the 
Ball”) by Gian Carlo Menotti was 

a nourishing main course served 
up by these remarkable voices. 
Eldan sang the aria of the aunt 
from “Suor Angelica” and Rich-
ardson sang Angelica’s emotion-
al “Senza mamma.” The beauty 
and emotions of Puccini’s music 
were skillfully interpreted and 
were palpable to the audience.

“Amelia,” a one-act comic 
opera, was Menotti’s first suc-
cessful opera. Arias portraying 
Amelia’s husband and lover were 
sung by LoPresti and Zhang. 

Robble ended the program with 
an aria by Amelia conveying an 
attitude of all ends well as long 
as she gets to go to the ball. Tal-
ented, trained voices are able 
to transport an audience from 
tears to laughter.

John Simmons, CIM music 
director, accompanied the 
singers on the piano with an 
expertise that allowed them to 
perform with confidence, con-
centrating on their voice.  Bam-
berger’s informed introductions 

clearly set each vocal scene. The 
CIM voice students reflect an 
international mix that music 
itself embodies: Eldan is from 
Israel; Robble from upstate New 
York; Richardson, who identifies 
herself as Haitian-American, 
now lives in Florida; LoPresti is 
from Jefferson Hills, Pennsylva-
nia; and Zhang is from China.

FYI: Opera series is offered 
without charget o the public by 
the WWAC, which has sponsored 
the programs for 25 years. 

WESTLAKE WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

From left, John Simmons, CIM music director; Xiaoyang Zhang, baritone; Carmen Michael 
LoPresti, tenor; Jennifer Robble, soprano; Merav Eldan, mezzo-soprano; Renée Richardson, 
soprano; David Bamberger, CIM Opera artistic director. 
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by LESLIE SELIG

Did you know that Medicare health 
and drug plans change every year? 
Medicare open enrollment is Oct. 

15 to Dec. 7, and it’s the time to review your 
coverage.

Counselors from the Ohio Senior Health 
Insurance Information Program (OSHIIP) 
will be at the Dwyer Memorial Senior Center 
in Bay Village on Wednesday, Nov. 9, to help 
you review your insurance and answer any 
questions about your Medicare coverage. 
Schedule an appointment to make sure your 
current health or drug plan is the most cost 
effective for you and learn about the differ-
ent coverage options. 

OSHIIP is a free service through the 
Ohio Department of Insurance and provides 
unbiased information on Medicare. OSHIIP 
does not sell insurance. Call 440-835-6565 to 
schedule an appointment. 

Free Medicare plan reviews
BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY SERVICES
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www.thiel.edu/visit • 724-589-2345

Thiel College has been a distinguished institution 
of opportunity since its founding in 1866.

Tour campus from any device at www.thiel.edu, then
schedule a campus visit to learn more about
our 60 majors and minors, 25 varsity sports,

and 10:1 student-faculty ratio.

75 College Avenue, Greenville, Pa. 16125

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

The Bay Village Early Childhood 
PTA kicked off their season 
with a meeting at BAYarts. This 

marked the second year the BVECPTA 
attended the arts campus as a group 
event.

For the evening, BAYarts program-
ming director Erin Stack hosted a pre-
sentation that included information 
about the art options for preschool-
aged children. Other BAYarts preschool 
teachers were also on hand to meet 
with the parents.

After the introductions and pre-
sentations were delivered to the 30 
mothers of the BVECPTA in attendance, 
wine, cheese and s’mores were avail-
able at the outside bonfires.

Erin Stack and BVECPTA Vice 
President Lisa Gilmore first connected 
two years ago. “It seemed natural to let 
members of their organization see what 
we have to offer because we’re right in 
their backyard,” explains Stack. She 
feels there’s “too much push for early 
education through classrooms and 
testing.” And in such a technological 
age, this approximation feels true. She 
is honed in on keeping education fun 
for young children. “It’s my philosophy, 

and how I’ve built this program, that 
we’re letting kids be kids, and teaching 
through experience.”

Higher learning praises this same 
approach, where quality education 
programs all offer hands-on learn-
ing components. The concept can be 
boiled down into simple terms: one 
does not learn to ride a bike in any 
other way but by riding a bike them-
selves. To wit, telling children to be 
playful and creative does very little 
until they’re given the reins to actually 
go and play in creative ways.

A large part of the preschool-aged 
classes involve connection to the natu-
ral world. Location in the Metroparks 
has been key in the mix. Stack praises 
the area. “What we do is very nature-
based. Instead of just coloring at a 
desk, we’re able to go outside and run 
around, go outside to the beach, hike 
in the woods, spot animals, and go on 
a real caboose.”

Other dynamic aspects of the pre-
school program include motion and 
play alongside a music therapist, and 
giving motor-skills an active work-out 
in molding clay.

It’s not only the children who take 
advantage of the BAYarts campus now. 
“At lot of families from the BVECPTA 
now call this place a home. We see 
their youngest children in preschool 
programs, but we also see the parents 
at our benefits as they support through 
fundraising and attend fun events like 
free concerts. They’re able to estab-
lish a welcoming home here for their 
families.” 

BAYarts and 
BVECPTA 
connect again

Members of the Bay Village Early Childhood PTA relaxed around a bonfire 
at BAYarts after their group meeting.

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY SERVICES

by ELLIE PEIFFER

Families of all ages always have a 
“spook-tacularly” good time at 
Westlake United Methodist’s free 

Trunk or Treat event. Held this year on 

Sunday, Oct. 23, from 4-6 p.m., the event 
features trick-or-treating through the 
church parking lot, a walk through the 
“haunted forest” path, a photo booth, 
food, games, and story time. 

Guests can vote on their favorite 
trunk display and also have chances 
to win door prizes. So get your goblins 
dressed up for some safe and not-so-
scary fun! This is a rain or shine event 
with activities moved indoors if weather 
is inclement. 

Time to Trunk 
or Treat!

Participants in last year’s trunk event at Westlake United Methodist Church.

by KAREN DERBY

Ba y  H i g h’s 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
homecoming 

bonfire took on a new 
meaning Thursday, 
Oct. 6, as students 
dedicated the evening 
to hosting their own 
Light the Night walk 
to raise money for The 
Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society. They 
ultimately donated 
$11,100 dollars to 
fight the blood can-
cers and to support 
Bay Village Schools 
students suffering from them.

More the 1,200 luminaria lined the 
Bay High stadium track and walkway to 
the school. A brief ceremony at the sta-
dium was led by Principal Jason Martin 
and Bay High students. They honored 
Jane and Daniel from Bay High School, 
Luke from Normandy, and Molly from 
Westerly as heroes. The football game-

sized crowd rose to their feet with both 
tears and cheers. The crowd then made 
their way down the softly-lighted walk-
way to the homecoming bonfire.

The highly successful fundraiser 
showed Bay High students’ love for their 
classmates and others fighting cancer, 
and it reinforced the evening’s theme of 
“You Never Fight Alone.” 

Light the Night at Bay High School

Students walk the Bay High track during the Light 
the Night event Oct. 6.
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by KAY LAUGHLIN

Last week on a beautiful 78-degree 
day, my husband and I went fish-
ing with my son off Vermilion. For 

me there is nothing 
like being “on the 
water.” The perch 
aren’t biting good 
this year and all 
the fisherman are 
whining. Someone 
was calling across 
the water, “Here 
perchy, perchy.” 
We caught enough 
to have a few nice 
meals but not the 
30 limit you can 
catch on a good day. 
I have a light action 
Shakespeare Pro 
Am rod that I love.

This reminded 
me of all the fish-
ing we have always 
participated in here 
on the south shore 
of Lake Erie. Our 
early settlers owned cane fishing poles 
or threw a fishing net into the water off 
the shore to fish for dinner. For some it 
was a second income and others, their 
livelihood. The Saddler family were fish-
ermen. Charles Dodd, a traveling tailor 
from Henrietta, Ohio, while at the Osborn 
house making a suit, heard of a position as 
a deck hand on one of Sherman Osborn‘s 
boats. He moved his family to Dover and 
became a fisherman. The Cahoon family, 
as added income, had the boat/fish house 
on Cahoon Creek. Leverett and John Mar-
shall Cahoon leased the boat house to the 
Buckeye Fish Company.

The Buckeye Fish Company is listed 
in an old book about fishing on the Great 

Lakes by J.H. Kippert. It states they are 
supplying fish and the kinds of fish they 
supplied. Some references are for “scrap 
or tankage” of lake fishes. It also states they 
sold fish oil, sheet, 2 packages, two cans 

lake shad, fish oil, crude, zeroed or 
refined, fish glue. In an article regard-
ing fishing in Sandusky, it reports 
on the zoology of Ohio in 1838 with 
a quote by Professor Kirtland that 
whitefish, though frequently taken in 
the lake within the limits of Ohio, are 
not found there in sufficient numbers. He 
also states no one wrote down statistics on 
how many fish were caught per year, and 
the kind of fish that were in the lake at that 
time. Many of the fish that were prevalent 
in the lake in the 1880s are now extinct, 
having been over-fished.

At the Cahoon homestead, as with the 
Saddlers and Osborns, fish were not only 
caught to be eaten but to be used as fertil-

izer on the field. Native Americans taught 
the early settlers how to make a hole in the 
dirt, and place a fish in the hole with the 
plant or seed to give more nourishment for 
stronger growth. Non-edible fish were dried 
and pulverized and placed on the farmers’ 
fields as fertilizer. Fish were separated while 
in “the pot” just for that purpose.

Farmers would haul their wagons to 
the fish house and fill it with whole fish, 

come home and shovel the fish 

over their fields. The sun would dry the 
fish and they would plow the dried fish 
into the soil. Experimental fish hatcheries 
were set up in Sandusky, Toledo, Castalia 
and Kelleys Island to keep the fish preva-
lent in the lake. Blue pike and longjaw 
cisco are two species extinct in Lake Erie 
due to over exploration and pollution. 
New species of fish introduced into the 
lake over the years have competed with 

our fish for food.
Along the lake and inland ponds, fish 

for dinner was a staple. The Wischmeyers 
bought their fish from the Buckeye Fish 
Company next door for their guests, and 
our farmers went fishing or purchased fish 
from the farmers along the shore for dinner. 
The lake offered fish called whitefish, black 
bass, blue pike, cisco, perch, suckers, wall-
eye, shad, and drum daily, just to name a 
few. My grandmother cooked drum that 

my cousin caught. 
Today, we throw 
them back.

The most 
popular fish are 
the yellow perch 
and walleye. The 
walleye, which 
can grow up to 20 
pounds, is the larg-
est member of the 
perch family. Port 

Clinton lays claim to the “Walleye Capital 
of the World.”

Many of our residents were still fish-
ing for fun when I was growing up in the 
1940s and ‘50s. I remember driving in the 
car after dark and looking out at the lake 
and seeing lantern light about 500 feet off 
shore on the fisherman’s rowboats. It’s a 
great memory because you don’t see this 
any more. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

Fishing, a part of Bay’s history

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2016 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

WORKSPACE NEEDED
Bay Village resident looking for 

workspace to complete 26’ 
wooden aircraft project. 

Pole barn, 2-car garage, etc. 
Access to electricity essential. 

Call John, 440-665-4758.

The Cahoon Fish House on Cahoon Creek and Lake Erie. Fishing along the lake with nets.

Fishermen pull in the nets at the Cahoon pond which was located in the 
Cahoon Creek valley below the Rose Hill Museum.

An account statement from the Cahoon brothers, 
Leverett and John Marshal.

by CAROL JANOVSKY

The other day I looked in the fridge for my 
jar of apricot preserves. I pulled it out 
and to my surprise the lid was missing.

“What the heck did you do with the lid?” I 
asked myself. I began the search for the miss-
ing lid. I looked in the discard bag, emptying 
it out and sorting through the contents. Was it 
there? No! I searched high and low, every pos-
sible place it could be to no avail.

Finally, I said to myself, “Carol, it’s only the 
lid of a jar, forget the hunt. You can afford to 
buy another one.” So I did what I told myself. I 
let the lidless jar sit on my kitchen counter for 
several days in which the lid never showed up. 
So I said to myself again, “Carol, throw the jar in 
the discard bag and just forget the whole thing.”

About two hours later I got my half full jar 
of peanut butter out of the cupboard. When I 
opened the jar and looked in you’d never guess 
in a million years what I saw. Inside the peanut 
butter jar, lying upside down was the missing 
jelly lid! Peanut butter and jelly together in the 
same jar? This was going too far! Elves must 
have played a trick on me. Why in heaven’s 
name would I do something like that? 

Go figure this!
HUMOR

by KERRY MILES

Organizing. Decluttering. For 
some people these words can 
be motivating and lead to a 

sense of peace and better functioning 
day to day, due to things being easy to 
find and use. But these words may also 
bring a feeling of being overwhelmed, 
not knowing where to start, not having 
time to do it, and not having the moti-
vation to do it for various reasons.

Most people can identify with at 
least one or more of these feelings, 
and to some people, these feelings can 
spill into other aspects of their lives. 
Sometimes it may be hard to function 
and complete everyday tasks due to 
having too much clutter and just not 
knowing where to start.

It’s important to remember one 
thing when it comes to clutter and 
excess things: it did not take two hours 
to get to a point where you can’t find 
things, so it won’t take two hours 
to completely declutter your home 
either. It will be a process and it will 
take patience. You will first need to 
part with things you don’t need and 

things you don’t love, then find a 
home for each item that is left.  After 
that process is complete, you are sur-
rounded by things that are meaning-
ful to you and things that make you 
happy as well as items you need.

It is also important to have a 
vision for the space you are declut-
tering and organizing. How do you 
want it to look like after it is complete? 
How would you like it to function? 
How is this space going to affect the 
flow of the rest of the home as well as 
the daily activities of the family? Is it 
reasonable to have this space func-
tion like it is intended to be or does 
it make sense to transform the space 
into something that will benefit 
you and allows you and your 
family to be more productive in 
this space? The possibilities are 
endless, but you know best what 
will work in your home. 

Having a space that you 
love to come home to and that is 
clutter free allows some people 
to feel a sense of calm and feel 
less stressed and overwhelmed. 
Most importantly, it allows you 

more time to do the things you love 
in life, like spend more time with your 
family, do something nice for yourself, 
pick up a good book that you have 
been putting off for months or even 
years, take a class in something you 
are interested in, or finally finish that 
craft project!

Life is stressful and busy for most 
families these days so taking steps to 
diminish the effects of added stress is 
important. Surrounding yourself with 
things you love and things you need 
will help create a sense of calm and 
ultimately allow you to live a simpler 
life and enjoy the important aspects 
of your life even more. 

Why it is important to organize and declutter
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Holiday SHOWS & Events
Saturday, Nov. 12 • 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
FALL VENDOR & CRAFT BOUTIQUE
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.
Come Support Angels on the Avenue with raising money for the residents of St. Augustine 
Health Campus. Over 35 vendors and crafters, Chinese raffle, food and baked goods. 
Face painting at the Kiddie Corner. Bring the kids to enjoy the activities!

Have a holiday craft fair or event? For details on advertising in the next 
issue, contact laura@wbvobserver.com or barb@wbvobserver.com.

PLEASE PROOFREAD CAREFULLY Westlake | Bay Village Observer cannot be responsible for typographical and 
other errors that may appear after approval by the client.

Saturday, Nov. 12 • 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Westlake High School • 27830 Hilliard Blvd.
Admission $3 • Free parking • No strollers please
www.westlakejuniorwomensclub.com
contact@westlakejuniorwomensclub.com
440-250-5561

Basket of Treasures Craft Show
MANY TALENTED CRAFTERS AND EXTENSIVE BAKE SALE

Scheduled service  
checks make life  
run smoother.   

Servicing your home 
comfort system is like 
servicing your car. The 
more you take care of it, 
the better it runs and the 
happier you are.

Pittsburgh;Slife Heating & Cooling Inc;B05064;4.62x7.5-4c (16Fa-B1)

OH Lic #16431
Offer expires 11/25/2016.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $275 to $1,600. Some restrictions apply. One offer available per qualifying purchase. See your local 
Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details. **See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details. Some restrictions apply.  
©2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

Slife Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(216) 221-0310

13729 Madison Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

OR

— RECEIVE UP TO —

  
$1,600 IN REBATES 
WITH 9.99% FINANCING *

with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® home comfort system.

UP TO 60 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING**

Service-16Fa-4c-B1.indd   2 8/24/16   8:46 AM

by JEAN SMITH

On Sept. 28, over 200 people gath-
ered at Westwood Country Club 
to attend the Westlake Garden 

Club’s annual Fête des Fleurs fundraiser 
luncheon.

The rain held off and there was even 
some sunshine peeking through the 
clouds. The room was stunning with white 
linens, centerpieces of white hydrangeas 
with greenery and green beads forming 
an emerald necklace. The theme was cele-
brating Cleveland’s Emerald Necklace with 
Brian Zimmerman, CEO of the Cleveland 
Metroparks, as speaker.

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough was in 
attendance and after saying a few words, 
presented four of the five nonagenarian 
club members in attendance with a cor-
sage. After lunch, Brian Zimmerman talked 
about what the Metroparks have done this 
year and plans for the future. (Just days 
after our luncheon, it was announced that 
they are winners of the prestigious 2016 
National Gold Medal Award for excellence 
in Park and Recreation Management.)

Proceeds from this luncheon help 
support various civic and educational 
organizations in the community. This 
year’s event was co-chaired by Marsha 
McEntee and Shirley Lutts. 

Westlake Garden Club 
fundraiser a success

National Merit Scholars at Bay High School
by KAREN DERBY

Bay High senior Will Huntington 
has been named a National Merit 
Semi-finalist. Huntington has 

earned the prestigious academic distinc-
tion with his score on the 2015 Prelimi-
nary SAT (PSAT). The nationwide pool of 
semifinalists represent less than 1 percent 
of the 1.6 million students from 22,000 
U.S. high school who take the PSAT in 
their junior year. The number of semi-
finalists is proportional to the state’s per-
centage of the national total of graduating 
seniors.

In addition, three Bay High seniors 
qualified as Commended Students scor-
ing in the top five percent of test takers 
nationwide: Phillip Lally, Shawn Simko 
and Carter White.

Will Huntington plans to major in 
economics and has narrowed down his 
choice of schools to Vanderbilt, North-
western, Harvard and Yale. The Rockets 
baseball player would like to coach base-
ball as a teacher, but he also has a strong 
interest in the nonprofit world. He has 
been his school’s leader each year in orga-
nizing the St. Baldrick’s fundraiser. “I’ve 
been involved with St. Baldrick’s, shaving 
my head, since seventh-grade,” he said, 
and noted that he will be leading the effort 

again this year at Bay High. He has held 
leadership positions in Bay High’s Youth 
Philanthropy Fellowship, and Student 
Council. He has volunteered with Bay 
High’s PAL group assisting students with 
special needs, as a cook at Village Project, 
and as a tutor and mentor at Cleveland 
Boys and Girls clubs. He is a member of 
National Honor Society. He has also trav-
eled to Kentucky with the Appalachian 
Service Project to work on repairing homes 
of low income people.

Phillip Lally plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and major in Eng-
lish. He would like to be a writer, either as 
a news journalist or perhaps a writer of 
fiction. He has served as president of Bay 
High’s A Cappella Choir and vice presi-
dent of Bay High’s Thespian Society. He 
has served three years on Student Council, 
is a member of Bay High’s Choraleers and 
is part of his school’s Academic Challenge 
team.

Shawn Simko is undecided about 
where he will attend college, but he is very 
sure he will major in physics. He would like 
to be a professor of physics or a researcher. 
He is a member of his school’s Academic 
Challenge team, science club, has partici-
pated in Destination Imagination compe-
titions and plays trombone in Bay High’s 
Marching Band. He has also been involved 

in Boy Scouts.
Carter White plans to attend either 

Northwestern or Miami of Ohio and major 
in business management or analytics. He 
is not sure what he wants for a career as 
long as it is something that is interesting 
enough so that he truly enjoys his work. He 
has been a member of the Rockets football 
team, plays lacrosse and recreation center 
basketball. He is a member of the National 
Honor Society and Model UN.

“This is a great accomplishment for 
these young men,” said Jason Martin, 
principal at Bay High. “We are very proud 
of them.” 

Bay High National Merit Semi-finalist 
is Will Huntington, back row right. 
Commended Students are front (l-r) 
Phillip Lally and Shawn Simko; and 
back left, Carter White.
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Mayor Dennis Clough honored the Westlake Garden Club’s five 
nonagenarian members, four of whom attended the luncheon. They are, 
from left, Kathy Molner (age 98), Alberta Ricciardi (90), Lucy Kalbers (91) 
and Lillian Bialosky (92). Not present is Pat Dailey (90). 
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Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

When your teen gets ready  
to drive, we’re there. They  
learn safe driving and you  
get lower rates.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Better 
teen driving,
bigger 
discounts.

Check out our  
Steer Clear® Program.

1001000.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up 
to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH  44145

Bus: 440-871-3747
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL0901138.1

Renovate your 
homeowners 
policy.

Great insurance. Low rates.
Remodeling your home can increase its value. Protect it
by taking a new look at your homeowners insurance policy. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®  
CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
candice@candicestryker.com

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH 44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
candice@candicestryker.com

Great insurance. Low rates. 
Remodeling your home can increase its 
value. Protect it by taking a new look at your 
homeowners insurance policy.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Renovate 
your
homeowners
policy. 

LET’S TALK TRASH:
• DUMPSTER ON WHEELS
• NO DAMAGE TO YARD  

OR CONCRETE
• FLAT RATE!

• 15 YD CAPACITY

Reserve a trailer at
www.chuckitcontainers.com 

or call Chuck at  
216-441-3333

by TAK SATO

Does “art imitate life” or “life 
imitate art”? Although this 
column has not turned into a 

platform to debate Aristotle and Oscar 
Wilde’s take on art, I started thinking 
about this when I saw my favorite 
movie for the zillionth time the other 
day.

It hit the box office in 1992, a time 
when public and consumer access to 
the internet was nascent; limited to 
college computer labs, geeks with 
discretionary income, or businesses 
starting to use word processors and 
spreadsheets on personal computers 
to replace typewriters and augment 
calculators. A time when accessing 
the internet was 1/10th to 1/50th of 
today’s speeds and without many of 
the visual cues we see through our 
browsers today. I remember my first 
personal computer, which I used for 
almost 7 years, costing me $2,500 in 
1995!

Although this favorite movie of 
mine is almost 25 years old, if you 
haven’t seen it yet you may want to put 
today’s column on hiatus and continue 
reading it after you see it first. There, 
the obligatory spoiler alert!

This 1992 movie, “Sneakers”, fea-
turing Robert Redford as Martin Bishop 
(protagonist), Ben Kingsley as Cosmo 
(antagonist), and other big name casts 
like Dan Aykroyd, James Earl Jones and 
River Phoenix, eerily depicts the cur-
rent state of the digital world.

Some of my fellow diehard geeks 

may laugh at the idea of an almighty 
“box” that can crack security mea-
sures – i.e. password challenges and 
encryptions – of powerful govern-
ment agencies, businesses and other 
organizations having presence in the 
digital world. I agree that the master 
key that opens all vaults may be, at 
least for now, a convenient device for 
a movie plot. But one must admit that 
break-ins to what had been consid-
ered impenetrable vaults have been 
a source of non-fiction media reports 
of the 2010s.

My favorite passage in this movie 
is when Cosmo says to Martin Bishop: 
“There’s a war out there, old friend. A 
world war. And it’s not about who’s got 
the most bullets. It’s about who con-
trols the information. What we see and 
hear, how we work, what we think ... 
it’s all about the information!” I would 
also add that the currency of the digi-
tal world is not dollars and cents; like 
Cosmo said, it is information – specifi-
cally “your” information. If you haven’t 
seen this movie yet, I recommend you 
borrow it on DVD from the library or 
stream it from the internet. Either way 
it is an enjoyable movie that resembles 
our digital world.

An update to my pet peeve of 
pharmacies asking customers for their 
date of birth within earshot of other 
customers in line. On a recent attempt, 
a pharmacist accepted the date of birth 
on my driver’s license and also accept-
ed the handwritten birth date of my 
wife on paper. So let’s stop sharing our 
date of birth with strangers in line! 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

The movie that saw 25 
years into the future

by DAVID SACCO

The WestShore Lions Club will 
welcome Doug Ely to discuss 
the state of the USO, as part of 

the Club’s meeting scheduled for 7 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 3 at Westlake 
Porter Public Library.

Mr. Ely is a past president of 
the USO of Northern Ohio and is a 
retired Army lieutenant colonel with 
two tours in Germany, two combat 
tours in Vietnam and numerous 
stateside tours. Prior to his retire-
ment in 1987 he was stationed in 
Heidelberg, Germany.

Registration is not required, and 
the session is open to the public. The 
presentation will take place directly 
following the monthly meeting of the 
WestShore Lions Club which starts 
at 7 p.m. Any questions, please call 
440-250-5564.

The WestShore Lions Club 
serves Bay Village, Westlake and 
North Olmsted. 

Speaker to 
discuss state 
of the USO

WESTSHORE LIONS CLUB

by MEL MAURER

I didn’t realize some years ago when I 
made our Halloween pumpkin Bat-
man’s head that I was taking on a new 

hobby and an annual tradition. Lincoln’s 
head followed, and then over the next years, 
the Joker, Spiderman, a Ghost and others. 
Making “Toy Story’s” Woody required a full 
body, beginning a new stage of my cre-
ations.

SpongeBob SquarePants showed up 
the following year. After him, I regretted the 
decomposition of my figures and switched 
to using artificial pumpkins so they could 
be saved. SpongeBob was converted and 
became the first of permanent figures that 
followed.

The gang now includes: Charlie Brown, 
Snoopy, Woodstock, Lucy, Bob the Minion, 
The Hulk (new this year, replacing one that 
died in the rain two years ago), Superman 
and my version of The Great Pumpkin. All 
are displayed on our front porch except for 
Superman who flies above our driveway.

You are invited to visit them and do 
take pictures. They live at 1988 Sperry’s 
Forge Trail in Westlake. It’s always easy to 
find our house this time of the year. Happy 
Halloween. 

Halloween characters

by SHARON FEDOR

Meditation has many forms, and 
many faces. It can be done for 
a few minutes, or hours. Some 

Indian gurus have been known to medi-
tate for years in caves. Meditation can be 
done alone, or in groups.

There can be calming music, or no 
music at all. It can be done with prayer, or 
without. It can be guided by a lead, a min-
ister, a master, or you can do it yourself. 
It can be done sitting in a Yoga posture 
with palms upward, or just sitting in 
a comfy chair. It can be done during 
Sunday church service, or in your 
own home. You can find it as a por-
tion of some Yoga classes.

Some have described medita-
tion as slowing down or stopping the 
incessant chatter of the mind, but 
some say it is a state of thoughtless 
awareness. Most agree that it is a feel-
ing of profound, deep peace. Some 
experts say that the term meditation 
is used frequently but inaccurately in 
today’s modern world, and that is why 
there is so much confusion surround-
ing it. Many agree that it is not part of 
any religion, but is more accurately 
described as a science. Describing it 
as a science brings it home, since it 
has definite principles, and produces 

results that can be quantified.
In a meditative state the mind is 

inwardly focused, not attentive to the 
external world. Some styles have you 
focusing on your breath to help you get 
calm. It may seem hard to believe that the 
mind’s endless churning can be calmed, 
but it can, and the benefits will emerge. 

So what are the benefits of medi-
tation? For starters, it has been shown 
to reduce stress, and that can be very 
beneficial to one’s health. Since its focus 
is not the world out there, it turns you 

inward, and helps you to get to know your 
own inner dimensions. It shows you that 
“inside” can be a peaceful, not a scary 
place. Be patient and gentle with your 
progress, and don’t be surprised if you 
uncover different levels of yourself.

If classes, and group meditation is 
for you, Unity Spiritual Center of Westlake 
offers a half-hour meditation every Wednes-
day starting at noon. Sunday services at 9 
a.m. and 11 a.m. include a short guided 
meditation. Find us at 23855 Detroit Road 
or online at unityspiritualcenter.com. 

Harnessing the benefits of meditation
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Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, Oct. 19 (11 a.m.-
noon) and Thursday, Oct. 
27 (3-4 p.m.) 3-D PRINT-
ING ORIENTATION – Before 
you can use the library’s new 
3D printer, you’ll need to take 
this orientation. Learn library 
policies about using it, how 
to download a 3D-printable 
object, and how to prepare it 
for a great print! Please register.

Wednesday, Oct. 19 (3:30-
4:30 p.m.) DIY PET TOYS 
FOR CHARITY – Stop by the 
teen area to make simple and 
fun toys for pets at the animal 
shelter! For each toy you make 
for the animal shelter, you 
may also make one for your 
own furry friend. All supplies 
provided. Grades 7-12 only 
please.

Wednesday, Oct. 19 (6-8 
p.m.) STUFFED ANIMAL 
ADOPTION EVENT! – Cel-
ebrate Customer Appreciation 
Week with us at our Stuffed 
Animal Adoption Event! Ages 
8 and under.

Wednesday, Oct. 19 (6:30-
8:45 p.m.) CUYAHOGA 
WEST GENEALOGICAL SOCI-
ETY— Doris Gorgas presents 
“Cemetery Art and Tombstone 
Inscriptions.”

Thursday, Oct. 20 (Noon-
1:30 p.m.) SMALL BUSINE$$ 
LUNCH & LEARN: USING AND 
MANAGING SOCIAL MEDIA 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS – Learn 
to navigate Facebook, Linke-
dIn, Twitter, Pinterest and 
live streaming on Periscope. 
Examine how productivity 

apps and smartphone features 
can be used to organize your 
life and manage your time. 
Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 22 (9:15-
11:45 a.m.) SECURE PAPER 
SHREDDING – All Ohio Secure 
Shred will confidentially 
destroy two boxes of your sen-
sitive documents. Truck will be 
in the library’s back parking lot.

Saturday, Oct. 22 (3-3:45 
p.m.) SPOOK-TACULAR 
CANDY HOUSES – It’s time 
to create your own Halloween 
candy house! All supplies pro-
vided. Please register.

Monday, Oct. 24 (1-7 p.m.) 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 
BLOODMOBILE

Monday, Oct. 24 (1-1:30 p.m.) 
YOGA RHYME TIME! – This 
is a perfect way to introduce 
yoga and practice simple poses 
with rhymes. Wear comfortable 
clothing and bring a towel or 
yoga mat. Ages 3-1/2 to 5 with 
a caregiver.

Mondays, Oct. 24 and 31 
(3:30-5:30 p.m.) TEEN 
LOUNGE – Need a place to 
hang out after school? Come 
to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on 
Monday afternoons! We have 
computers, video games, 
board games, snacks and more! 
For grades 7-12 only.

Monday, Oct. 24 (6:30-7:30 
p.m.) MEDICARE OPEN 
ENROLLMENT – Attend this 
timely presentation to learn 
more about Medicare Parts 
A, B, C (Medicare Advantage), 
Part D (Prescription Drug), 
Medicare Supplement Insur-

ance (Medigap), and Medi-
care Advantage. Learn when 
to make decisions to ensure 
coverage and avoid penalties. 
Please register.

Tuesday, Oct. 25 (9:30-10 
a.m.) STORIES AND SIGNS – 
Enjoy an interactive storytime 
while learning a few words in 
sign language! Ages 0-3, sib-
lings welcome.

Tuesday, Oct. 25 (10 a.m.-
noon) CAREER TRANSITION 
CENTER: HIDDEN JOBS – 
Competition for published job 
opportunities is fierce. Learn 
about the research needed to 
determine the best job for you 
and how to find out about posi-
tions before they’re advertised.

Tuesday, Oct. 25 (7-8 p.m.) 
FUN FACTS ABOUT LATIN – 
Latin was once the dominant 
language of Italy and later the 
entire Roman Empire. Learn to 
speak a few phrases and pick 
up some trivia along the way. 
Teens are welcome. Please 
register.

Wednesday, Oct. 26 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 
BOOK DISCUSSION – The 
October selection is “A Walk in 
the Woods” by Bill Bryson.

Wednesday, Oct. 26 (7-7:45 
p.m.) FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
– Enjoy some good old-fash-
ioned Halloween stories and 
rhymes, decorate a trick-or-
treat bag, and show off your 
costume in a library parade! 
Ages 3-6. Registration begins 
Oct. 19.

Thursday, Oct. 27 (2–3 p.m.) 
TRAVEL CLUB: HAWAII – We’ll 

visit all four islands, from the 
beaches to the tops of the vol-
canos! Please register.

Thursday, Oct. 27 (7-8:30 
p.m.) THE SKINNY ON DIET 
TRENDS – There are a multi-
tude of diet plans and weight 
loss programs to choose from. 
This presentation will offer an 
overview of popular diets/diet 
books, including related mate-
rials available in the library and 
online. Please register.

Fridays, Oct. 28 (4-5:30 
p.m.) WEIRD(ER) SCI-
ENCE – Designed to teach 
fundamental principles in an 
entertaining format, through 
demonstrations and activities. 
This month: National Chemis-
try Week – Forensics: Solving 
Mysteries through Chemis-
try. Grades 5-6. Registration 
begins one week before each 
session.

Saturday, Oct. 29 (10 a.m.-1 
p.m.) ACT PRACTICE EXAM – 
Get ready for test time with an 
ACT practice exam. Study skills 
will be discussed and detailed 
results will be returned to stu-
dents the following week at the 
results session. Grades 9-12. 
Registration begins Oct. 22.

Saturday, Oct. 29 (1-5 p.m.) 
CRAFTAPALOOZA – Come to 
the library and help us clean 
out our craft closet. A variety 
of make-it and take-it crafts 
will be available at the Youth 
Services desk.

To register for any of the pro-
grams, please call 440-871-
2600 or visit westlakelibrary.
evanced.info. 

Purrfectly 
Crazy Cat 
Lady Party 
at WPPL

Are you an animal lover? 
More importantly, are 
you a cat lover? If you 

haven’t heard by now, Westlake 
Porter Public Library is cel-
ebrating its wonderful custom-
ers by putting on a Tail Waggin’ 
Thank You from Oct. 16-22.

As part of our customer 
appreciation week, we are 
holding a Purrfectly Crazy Cat 
Lady Party on Wednesday, Oct. 
19, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the 
Dover Room. We’ll be celebrat-
ing all things feline by relax-
ing with some fun feline facts, 
decorating colorful cat cookies, 
and even making our own felt 
cats and cat toys!

Don’t have a cat? Come 
anyway! You can make a cat toy 
for your own four legged friend, 
or we will be donating toys to 
a local animal shelter. Space 
is limited, so please register 
online at westlakelibrary.org or 
by calling 440-250-5460.

Don’t forget our other Tail 
Waggin’ Thank You events that 
week, such as Ask the Trainer 
on Oct. 20, and our Tail Waggin 
Thank You Animal Rescue Fair 
on Oct. 22. Come meet up with 
some local rescues and find 
out what animals are available 
for adoption while you enjoy 
a treat from Peace, Love and 
Little Donuts. You might just 
help a furbaby find their for-
ever home! 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

There’s a well-known radio 
commercial for a motel chain in 
which the host always concludes 
with the phrase, “We’ll leave the 
light on for ya.” 

Such phrases conjure up 
in our minds the thoughts and 
memories of “coming home.” 
Those of us who have been 
through various job assignments, 
schooling, military service etc., 
know the importance of coming 
home. Home is the place where 
we are always welcome as we are, 
well-known, and supported.

Since our move from Bay 
Village to Avon Lake in June, 
Christ Church Westshore Angli-
can has felt at home. Person after 
person has entered the building 
we share with Calvary Baptist 
Church on Sunday morning and 
stated, “We’re home.”

However, it’s not merely 
brick and mortar that make Avon 
Lake “home” for our congrega-
tion. It’s the people. Sundays 
at Christ Church Westshore are 
like stepping into a safe place 

where time stands still, and we 
can, for the next hour, rest in the 
presence of God and his people. 
We regain focus and clarity so 
that we leave well-equipped to 
walk with God so that we can be 
a blessing no matter where we 
are in the Westshore  So thank 
you, Bay Village, Westlake, Avon, 
Sheffield Lake and particularly 
Avon Lake, for making us feel so 
welcome!

If you are presently in a con-
gregation, we encourage you to 
remain and continue to minister 
in that place. If you are not cur-
rently worshipping anywhere – 
I invite you to come visit us at 
Christ Church Westshore Angli-
can on Sunday mornings. We’ll 
leave the light on for ya!

For more information about 
us, our service times, small 
groups and outreach efforts, 
please visit our website at christ-
churchwestshore.com.

– Gene Sherman
Rector, Christ Church Westshore

Thank you, Westshore community
by JIM DISPIRITO

As the weather turns colder the sports 
simply go indoors. Basketball season 
is upon us. The Westlake Recreation 

Department is currently accepting registra-
tions for its Youth Basketball Leagues. These 
leagues are open to any child in grades 1-12 
who lives in or goes to school in Westlake, 
or is a member of the Westlake Recreation 
Center. Leagues are as follows: Girls: grades 
1-2, 3-4, 5-6 and 7-9; Boys: grades 1-2, 3-4, 
5-6, 7-8 and 9-12.

All of the boys’ leagues are played in 
the Westlake Recreation Center. The girls 
in grades 5-6 and 7-9 will participate in the 
West Suburban Rec League, unless there are 
enough girls to form at least four teams. This 
league features other rec teams (non-travel) 
from cities like Middleburg Heights, North 
Olmsted, Fairview Park and Berea. Half of the 
games are at home and the other half are away.

Each team will get at least 12 practices and 
eight games during the season. Practices will 
start the week of Dec. 5 and the first games will 
be on Saturday, Jan. 15. Games will continue 
until March 11. There will be no games the 
weekend of Jan. 29.
Practice Schedule

Practices will be held Mondays through 

Thursdays. Practices this year may be held at 
Holly Lane Elementary School as well as the 
Westlake Recreation Center. Exact times and 
locations will be determined when the teams 
and coaches have been assigned.

High school boys do not practice and will 
play games on Saturday mornings.
Registration

The deadline to register is Nov. 6 for all 
grades except high school boys who will have 
until Nov. 13. The fee is $75 for Rec Center 
members, $85 for Westlake residents. There is 
a $10 discount for multiple child registrations. 
Requests to be on the same teams will NOT be 
honored.
Volunteer Coaches

Volunteer coaches are needed for all divi-
sions except high school. If you sign up to be a 
head coach you will receive a $20 credit and all 
assistant coaches will receive a $10 credit at the 
conclusion of the season. Returning coaches 
will receive priority team assignments.

For more details, please contact Patti Hage-
man at 440-808-5700, ext. 3428.

More information regarding all of these 
programs and more can be found at our web-
site at www.cityofwestlake.org/287/Recreation 
or by stopping by the Recreation Center at 
28955 Hilliard Blvd., calling us at 440-808-5700 
or by picking up our new Rec Gazette. 

Youth basketball time at Westlake Rec
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

The
BayVillage
Historical

Society

Rose Hill Museum
Open 2-4:30 pm on Sundays 

Free Admission • Gift Shoppe
Located in Cahoon Memorial Park

(216) 386-5997

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m.
Survival Strategies: How to Improve Family 
Functioning 
Sarah Saunders, MA, LPC, will provide practical 
tips to improve family functioning. She will 
offer fun and helpful ways to make dinnertime 
something you look forward to again and 
will share step-by-step strategies to improve 
nighttime routines. Saunders will also discuss 
ways to manage your child's transitions more 
effectively.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m.
Westlake Democratic Club Meeting
The speaker will be Sister Anne Victory, talking 
about  human trafficking. Billy Sharp will also 
speak on "Making The Impossible Possible: 
Why This Election Is Important." If you wish, 
bring a snack to share. Beverages are provided. 
For more info, contact Jeanne at 440-892-3430.
Western Cuyahoga Lodge, 26145 Center Ridge 
Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1-2 p.m.
Cultivating History at Lakeview Cemetery
The Westlake Garden Club presents Robin 
Cannon, horticulturalist and caretaker of 
Lakeview Cemetery, who will talk about the 
history, monuments, trees and plants at this 
historical 285-acre cemetery founded in 1869. 
You are invited to attend the Club's meeting at 
11 a.m., lunch at noon and/or the program at 1 
p.m. Free. Contact Jean Smith at 440-665-5463.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Oct. 19, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter, Ohio 
Genealogical Society
Martha Devotion Huntington DAR chapter 
registrar and Cuyahoga West member Doris 
Gorgas briefly presents: “Cemetery Art and 
Tombstone Preservation," followed by a 
Roundtable Sharing of Cemetery Experiences, 
as time allows. The public is invited. Social time, 
with refreshments, is from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Oct. 19, 6:30-8 p.m.
Learning for Life Lecture Series: Never 
Grow Old Fitness
Join Paul and Mary O’Donoghue for an 
introduction to the Functional Aging 
Training Model. This training model has been 
developed to improve functional outcomes 
in older individuals. Emphasis on flexibility, 

balance, agility, reaction, cognition and power 
will be demonstrated.
Tri-C Westshore, Health Careers & Sciences 
building, room 112, 31001 Clemens Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Oct. 19, 7-8:30 p.m.
Bay Village Community Band Halloween 
Spooktacular
A free, family-friendly musical performance 
featuring songs of this spooky time of year 
including Harry Potter, Star Wars, Thriller and 
more. Halloween costumes encouraged!
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Thursday, Oct. 20, 6:30-8 p.m.
Lupus Support Group
An open, small-group environment that 
encourages discussion among lupus patients 
and their families. It is a place where persons 
with lupus can share their experiences and ask 
questions. Most discussions focus on the "how-
to's" of living with a chronic illness.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Thursdays, Oct. 20 and Nov. 3, 7-8 p.m.
Westlake Toastmasters Meeting
Find out how Toastmasters can help you 
overcome your fears of speaking, develop 
better speaking and presentation skills, learn 
to think quickly and clearly on your feet, build 
strong leadership and mentoring skills, and 
open doors in your personal and professional 
life. Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Fridays, Oct. 21 and 28, 2-3:30 p.m.
Creative Connections 
Free arts sessions for individuals with memory 
loss and their care partners. Participate in visual 
art activities, music, storytelling, poetry and 
dance. Pre-register at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake 

Saturday, Oct. 22, 9 a.m.-noon
BVECPTA Fall Kids' Resale
The sale will feature gently used baby and 
children’s clothing (sizes newborn to 14/16), 
baby items, toys and games, books, and large 
items such as strollers, cribs, high chairs, and 
outdoor play items. Admission is $5 from 9-10 
a.m. and $1 from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Sunday, Oct. 23, 4-6 p.m.
Free Community Trunk or Treat
Wear your costumes and enjoy a free, family-
friendly afternoon of trick or treating through 

the church parking lot and the haunted forest! 
There will also be games, prizes, food, live 
music, a photo booth and more. Activities will 
be relocated inside if the weather is inclement.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Monday, Oct. 24, 11:30 a.m.
Adding Color for Fall
Cynthia Druckenbrod from the Cleveland 
Botanical Gardens will discuss the newest and 
best perennials for fall color so that you can 
attract birds and butterflies until the snow 
flies. All interested gardeners are welcome. 
Luncheon served. Please make reservations at 
bayvillagegardenclub.com or by calling Sharen 
at 440-871-9098.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Tuesday, Oct. 25, 3-5 p.m.
Art for Cards Workshop 
Individuals with memory loss and their 
care partners are invited to a card-making 
workshop. Drop in to create the artwork for 
cards and socialize. Please preregister by 
calling 440-414-0434.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake 

Tuesday, Oct. 25, 3:30-5 p.m.
Forget-Me-Not Cafe
Free bi-monthly arts enrichment and 
socialization cafe to engage individuals 
affected by dementia along with their care 
partner (spouse, child, caregiver). Each session 
will include either music, dance, poetry, song 
or TimeSlips storytelling. Preregister by calling 
440-414-0434. 
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake 

Wednesday, Oct. 26, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Embroiderers' Guild of America, North 
Coast Chapter
The group will be working on a project 
designed by one of its members, a fleur-de-lis 
rose crescent, using Amadeus and long cross 
stitches. Please join us to meet fellow stitchers 
and to have fun. For more information, call 
440-835-5183 or 440-734-2383.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Friday, Oct. 28, 6-9 p.m.
Halloween Celebration & Hayrides
Put on your costume and trick or treat through 
our Wildlife Gardens! Make a Halloween craft, 
hop on a hayride, enjoy a family-friendly 
holiday show in the planetarium, eat dinner 
with us and relax by a crackling fireplace at 
this un-scary celebration. Hayrides run rain or 

shine.  For all ages. Please register in advance, 
440-871-2900. Fee: $12/adults, $8/child ages 
2+; includes dinner.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Saturday, Oct. 29, noon-2 p.m.
Boo Village Halloween March
Children are invited to dress in their Halloween 
costumes and meet at the Bayway Cabin at 
noon. Bay Village Auxiliary Police will escort 
children and parents across Wolf Road where 
children can trick-or-treat at Bay Square and at 
Dover Center Road merchants.
Bayway Cabin, 400 Bryson Lane

Saturday, Oct. 29, 4:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Great food and good fellowship! The church 
is accessible to the physically challenged. No 
carry outs. 
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North 
Olmsted

Monday, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE AND WESTLAKE
TRICK-OR-TREATING HOURS

Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Sessions
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society will offer free family 
history research assistance, to the public. If you 
have data recorded to pedigree and/or family 
group sheets, please bring these forms, as they 
will aid the volunteers in helping you.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m.
Glitz and Glamour in the White House
College Club West hosts this interesting 
program presented by Mari Halkovich. The 
Club meets monthly and presents topics of 
interest to women. Membership is opened to 
women who have a bachelor's degree. New 
members are welcome.
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd..

Thursday, Nov. 3, 7 p.m.
WestShore Lions Club Meeting
Guest speaker will be Doug Ely, past president 
of the USO of Northern Ohio and retired Army 
lieutenant colonel, to discuss the state of the 
USO. Open to the public; call 440-250-5564 
with questions.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.


